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On Wednesday this week the College 
gathered to acknowledge and celebrate 

the academic achievements of the 
graduating Class of 2016, as well as 

students from Years 8 to 11 who were
in the Top 10% of their Year Level for 

their Semester 2 studies in 2016.

Once again we were privileged to have 
inaugural Gleeson College Principal, 
Dr Vin Thomas, join us to present the 

Thomas Medal for our 2016 Dux of 
College to Bridget Costello.  We were also 
blessed to have GC Old Scholar Brittany 

Howell (Class of 2012) join us and 
present to the students her own learning 

journey from graduating at Gleeson 
to being offered a PhD Scholarship at 
Cambridge University!  It was truly an 

amazing speech and we thank Brittany 
for returning to Gleeson for our Academic 

Assembly, and wish her all the best as 
she continues her study at Cambridge!

2016 was a successful year for Stage 2 
students with 100% SACE completion, 
10 students achieving 11 subject Merit 
Awards and 16 students receiving an 

ATAR of 90 or higher. It was great to see 
these students return to Gleeson and 

also have their families join with them to 
celebrate their success. There were some 

very proud parents, grandparents and 
siblings in the audience.

There were also a significant number 
of students from Years 8-11 that were 

presented on stage to acknowledge their 
hard work and results in Semester 2 last 
year. At the conclusion of the assembly, 

I encouraged all students to strive to 
achieve their personal best in the hope of 
the community acknowledging this during 

their time at the College.

Thank you to the many staff and students 
who assisted in showcasing these 

students at the assembly.

Mr Shannon Bertram,
Assistant Principal - Student Development
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ON PAGE 4&5
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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES > This is What Jesus Asks of Us!

TERM 1 2017
19-20 Feb   2017 Student Leadership Camp
21   Year 7 Parent Information Night > Learning Centre, 7-8.30pm
22   College Board Meeting
28   Shrove Tuesday
1 Mar   Ash Wednesday Mass
7   College Open Night > 4-8pm *Early finish @ 1pm for students
13   PUBLIC HOLIDAY > Adelaide Cup
17   Athletics Carnival
22   College Board Meeting
31   Year 8 HPV Immunisations 1
4 Apr   Parent Teacher Interviews
12   Parent Teacher Interviews
13   Final day of Term 1 > Student Reports distributed
TERM 2 2017
1 May   First day of Term 2 for all students
3 - 5   Year 11 Retreat
6 - 7   2017 Relay for Life
12   Year 10 Meningococcal B Immunisation #1

2017 Gleeson Diary Dates

Parent Information Evening
Thank you to the large number of parents 
who attended this event on Monday 
evening. At Gleeson College we believe 
strongly in being in genuine partnership 
and dialogue with you as parents and we 
recognise and respect your role as the 
primary educators of your children. Studies 
show that the majority of any child’s 
learning comes from you as parents so you 
have a significant responsibility and impact 
on your child’s development. I strongly 
encourage you all to be a real presence 
for your son or daughter and to support 
their learning and faith journey. There 
will be many opportunities for you to be 
actively involved in your child’s education 
and in the life of the College. I also ask for 
your support of our work here at Gleeson 
College. We have a very dedicated staff and 
they both deserve, and warmly welcome, 
your support. I look forward to a productive 
association this year as we continue the 
exciting journey of educating your children.

Celebrating Academic Success
I was fortunate to represent Gleeson 

College at the SACE Merit Ceremony last 
week held at Government House, where 
10 amazing Gleeson College students 
were recognised for their outstanding 
Stage 2 results. Then on Wednesday of 
this week we held our Academic Assembly 
whereby we celebrated our high achievers 
across the school, including our Top 10% 
of Boys and Girls in each Year Level from 
Semester 2, 2016. We were fortunate 
to have founding Principal of Gleeson 
College, Dr Vin Thomas, with us to present 
the Thomas Medal for the College Dux of 
2016 to Bridget Costello. Congratulations 
to all of the students recognised on behalf 
of our community for their pursuit and 
achievement of excellence.

Student Leadership Camp
This Sunday and Monday our Student 
Leaders will attend their Leadership 
Camp to be held at Adelaide Shores. 
This is a great way for these students to 
begin their journey of leadership together 
in 2017. Thank you in advance to our 
Student Leaders for their organisation 
and attendance, for giving up part of their 
weekend and for their engagement in this 
camp, and we look forward to seeing them 
develop their gift of leadership throughout 
this year. Already our Student Leaders have 

impressed with their drive and initiative, 
and I am certain that the camp will further 
strengthen their commitment to their role.

Year 7 Parent Information Evening
Next Tuesday 21 February we are holding a 
wine and cheese evening to further outline 
the transition of Year 7 students to Gleeson 
College in 2018. This session is open to all 
members of the community, including those 
who have already enrolled their children 
for 2018, those who may wish to do so, or 
anyone seeking further understanding of 
the move. I strongly encourage any families 
that are interested to attend and you can 
register for this event by either phoning the 
College or emailing Rebecca Sinclair at: 
rebecca.sinclair@gleeson.catholic.edu.au

Gospel Reflection
This week’s Gospel of Matthew continues 
the narrative of Jesus Sermon on the Mount 
and it provides us with one of the greatest 
of challenges that Jesus asked of his 
disciples, and in turn of us, “But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you”. Forgiveness is one of the 
most difficult things that we do, yet we all 
understand the power and importance of it. 
Perhaps each of us in the Gleeson College 
Community can think of one person that we 
might need to forgive in some way and move 
a relationship with to a better place.

Mr Andrew Baker,
Principal

The thoughts, prayers and support of 
our Gleeson College community are 
with Dr Sue Knight and her family on 
the recent passing of her father and 
Mrs Kate Morgante and her family 
on the recent passing of her father.

May they rest in peace and God 
comfort their family and friends

at this sad time.

With Sympathy

Rest In Peace

rebecca.sinclair@gleeson.catholic.edu.au


SPECIALIST NETBALL PROGRAM WELCOMES COACH DARREN SAUL IN 2017

This year we are very excited to welcome 
Darren Saul to our Specialist Netball 
Program. Darren brings with him a 
wealth of both playing and coaching 
experience, and is highly accredited, 
adding great depth of knowledge to our 
already fantastic program!

Darren (pictured below) will join our 2017 
Netball Program Coaching Team, which 
includes Mrs Peggy Busbridge, Ms Candice 
Mitchell and GC Old Scholar and Tango 
defender Ms Taylor Krawczyk.  Facilitating 
development and skills sessions with both 
our Year 8 and Year 9/10 Netball classes 
once a week, Darren’s expertise at the 
elite level will be such a valuable learning 
source for all our players.

Darren Saul > Coaching Bio
• Intermediate Accredited Coach  
• 2017 Premier League Assistant 

Coach, (Tango Netball Club)
• 2017 Head Coach, Northern 

Metropolitan Netball Academy 
(Netball South Australia)

• 2017 Assistant Coach U/17 State 
Development Squad (Netball South 
Australia)

• 2016 Premier League Reserves 
Assistant Coach (Tango Netball Club)

• 2016 Head Coach Northern 
Metropolitan Netball Academy 
(Netball South Australia)

Ms Candice Mitchell,
GC Specialist Netball Program



ACADEMIC ASSEMBLY > Congratulations to our 2016 Stage 2 High Achievers!

SACE Merit Award Winners
Bethany Almond *Yr 11 Information Processing & Publishing
Shelby Armstrong  Research Project
Valerie Bryksin  Psychology
Bridget Costello  Business and Enterprise &
   Mathematical Applications
Sarah Foyle  Information Processing & Publishing
Lucy Keatch *Yr 11  Information Processing & Publishing
Maddison McHugh   Child Studies
Amelia Pedley *Yr 11 Information Processing & Publishing
Jay Rodda  Information Processing & Publishing
Natasha Seymour  Nutrition

2016 Dux of Subject Medals
Shelby Armstrong: Religion Studies & Research Project
Kristen Booth: Visual Art Studies - Art
Valerie Bryksin: Psychology (Studied @ GGHS)
Jessica Cathcart:  Accounting
Bridget Costello: Business and Enterprise, Legal Studies & 
Mathematical Applications
Stephanie Curnow:  Workplace Practices
Kayla Darzanos:  Food and Hospitality
Dylan Fisher: Biology
Tayla Fleet:  Food and Hospitality
Sarah Foyle:  Information Processing and Publishing
Erica Greet:  Chemistry, Mathematical Studies & Physics
Jimmy Henderson:  Design & Technology (Furniture Construction) 
& English Pathways
Daria Hodder:  Music (Ensemble Performance)
Lucy Keatch *Yr 11: Information Processing and Publishing
Madeline McCandlish (Pedare CC):  Modern History
Maddison McHugh:  Child Studies
Rosalie Mullen:  English Communications
Mattia Nebbiai:  Italian (Continuers)
Amelia Pedley *Yr 11:  Information Processing and Publishing
Sarah Roden:  Music (Musicianship)
Natasha Seymour:  English Studies & Nutrition
Liam Stanton: Japanese (Continuers)
Cherie Surman *Yr 11:  Music (Solo Performance)
Hannah Welch:  Society and Culture
Cameron Wood:  Specialist Mathematics

2016
Dux of College

Bridget Costello
99.30 ATAR

Bridget Costello  99.30
Erica Greet  98.45
Natasha Seymour  97.90
Dylan Fisher  97.50
Shelby Armstrong  97.20
Rosalie Mullen  96.70
Sarah Foyle  96.50
Valerie Bryksin  96.15

Maddison McHugh 94.95
Jay Rodda 94.55
Tayla Fleet  92.95
Nicole Hanna-Rivero 92.65
Stephanie Curnow  92.55
Cameron Wood  92.55
Niamh Douglas  91.65
Adam Rossi  91.05

90+ ATAR Achievers



Congratulations to our Top 10% of Year Level Achievers for Sem. 2 2016

Top 10% of Girls in Year 8
Madison Sauerwald, Lara Copeland, Brianna Rosenthal,
Lucy Burford, Jana Ivancic, Italia Puccini, Teagan Wilson.

Top 10% of Boys in Year 8
Caleb Ferraresso, Taylen James, Callum McFadden,

Luca Moran, Dylan Gagliardi, Daniel Chalmers.

Top 10% of Girls in Year 9
Madeline Scherer, Tatenda Taivo, Maybelline San Juan,

Melissa Roden, Emily Unewisse.

Top 10% of Boys in Year 9
Patrick Miller, Zachary Cini, Emerson Nugent,

Panos Constantinou, Louis Ocego-Kingsley, Morgan Evans.

Top 10% of Girls in Year 10
Amelia Delic, Joanne Pham, Grace Anderson, Maree Papalia,
Shania Gamble, Micheyla Cervini, Jenna Orlick, Elise Romeo.

Top 10% of Boys in Year 10
Riley Knevitt, Rocco Ierace, Nicholas Centofanti,

Michael Daniele, Liam Andijanto, Joshua Johnson.

Top 10% of Girls in Year 11
Amelia Pedley, Bethany Almond, Georgia Craggs,

Grace O’Neill, Jessica Schrapel, Lucy Keatch.

Top 10% of Boys in Year 11
Kyle Sauerwald, Thomas Lamb, Lachlan Agius,

Cameron McIver, Alexander Schild, Dawid Jurczak,
Cameron James.



SPECIALIST WORLD FOOTBALL PROGRAM KICKS OFF TO GREAT START
Our Specialist World Football Program 
has started off strongly this year under 
the guidance of new Head Coach Dion 
Kirk.  We warmly welcome GC Old Scholar 
and former Adelaide United player Dion 
to our team and am sure our students will 
benefit greatly from his skills, knowledge 
and experience in 2017.

Dion will be involved with all our World 
Football Specialist Classes and brings with 
him much expertise playing at the elite 
level, recently returning to his hometown 
Adelaide after a highly successful season 
with Bentleigh Greens in the Victorian 
NPL (see Dion’s Bio on next page).

We welcome back to the program Mr 
Shannon Bertram, who will be working 
with myself at Year 9 level, with Mr Daniel 
Uglesic and Mr Clint Vause returning to 
work with the Year 8 students.  Mr Vause 
will also continue working with our Year 10 
World Football students.  Travis Dodd will 
continue his involvement in our Football 
Program as a Mentor to Coaches and all 
of our Program students in 2017.

Students have already been put through 
their paces, with an early focus on skill 
development and decision making. We 
are looking forward to another successful 
year with all students showing great 
enthusiasm, potential and all aspiring to 
challenge themselves to progress their 
own skill level.

Mr Adam Cibich,
GC Specialist World Football Program



DION KIRK RETURNS HOME TO LEAD OUR GC FOOTBALLERS IN 2017!
Dion is a GC Old Scholar (Class of 2012) and former Fyfe House Captain who throughout 
his time at Gleeson balanced both Soccer (Adelaide United FC) and study. At Graduation, 
Dion was awarded the Gleeson College ‘One Heart’ Award, a Service to Sport Award 
and was named DUX of Physical Education.  He went on the following year to attend the 
University of South Australia to study a Bachelor of Applied Science (Human Movement).

Dion played for both Campbelltown City and Adelaide United, and in 2014 toured with 
the Adelaide United Youth Team to contest the Mediterranean International Cup (MIC) 
tournament in Spain, where he was awarded with the AUFC Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
Award. After this time Dion relocated to Melbourne and had a fantastic season which 
saw him and his South Melbourne team win the NPL Victoria Premiership.

In 2015, Dion moved to Bentleigh Greens and enjoyed two very successful seasons, 
winning the NPL Victoria Championship and Premiership, the Dockherty Cup and 
Community Shield Championship.  Dion recently moved back to South Australia to 
complete his study and has reunited with both Campbelltown City and Gleeson College 
once again!

Football Achievements:
• 2013 NPL South Australia Championship > Campbelltown City 
• 2013 NPL Finals vs South Hobart
• 2014 MIC Tournament Spain > Adelaide United Youth (Captain)
• 2014 Adelaide United FC Youth MVP
• 2014 South Melbourne> NPL Victoria Championship 
• 2014 NPL Finals vs Metrostars 
• 2015 Bentleigh Greens > NPL Victoria Championship 
• 2016 Bentleigh Greens > NPL Victoria Premiership 
• 2016 Bentleigh Greens > NPL Victoria Dockherty Cup 
• 2016 Bentleigh Greens > NPL Victoria Community Shield Champions
• 2016 NPL Finals vs Edgeworth 
• 2016 FFA Cup Quarter Final vs Melbourne Victory

Congratulations to Year 12 
Performing Arts Captain 

Tayla Slack (12 MSFAL) on 
her recent selection in the 

2017 ‘Class of Cabaret’.
‘Class of Cabaret’ provides a unique 
learning opportunity for extremely 

talented, passionate and courageous 
Secondary students from various 
high schools to share their own 

stories through musical performance.  
Students from across South Australia 
auditioned to be part of the exclusive 
class, with only 23 students chosen 
each year. The class studies under 

the guidance of professional cabaret 
performers from around the globe 
with their graduating concert being 

included in the 2017 Cabaret Festival.

On Tuesday 14 February, Tayla attended 
an Orientation Day along with all the 
successful performing artists. The 

day included a masterclass with world-
renowned cabaret artist Sven Ratzke, the 
brain child behind the incredible Fringe 

show entitled ‘Star Man’.

We commend Tayla on this amazing 
achievement and wish her all the best as 

she embarks on this exciting journey!  
We can’t wait to see the end result in 

this year's Cabaret Festival!

Mrs Carly Meakin,
Arts Learning Area Coordinator



HUGHES HOUSE WELCOMES NEWEST MEMBERS TO THE RED TEAM!

Last week, Hughes House gathered 
together in the DRMC for their first 
House Assembly for 2017.  This was 
an important celebration where we 
welcomed our newest members of 
Hughes, both students and staff, to 
our House by presenting them with 

their House polo tops!

It is these coloured tops that provide 
Hughes students and staff with their 
identity during a number of College 
events and activities throughout the 
year, such as the upcoming Athletics 

Carnival.  Hughes Senior Captain 
Jordan Shirley and Senior Vice 

Captain Jordan Sandford presented 
the shirts, welcoming our newest 

members to the Red team!

These House Assemblies are an 
important aspect of being part of 
the Hughes community.  They are 
held weekly, usually during Care 

Group time and allow students an 
opportunity to develop a sense of 

belonging and to also reflect on and 
prepare for the week.

Mr Adrian Ranieri,
Hughes House Coordinator



YEAR 8 ITALIAN  >  Auguri di San Valentino!

Year 8 Italian Classes have made 
a great start to 2017, with our 

experienced language students 
consolidating and adding to their 
primary school learning, and our 

newcomers enthusiastically
jumping straight in!

Mr Civetta and Ms Russo’s Classes 
celebrated San Valentino this week 

with small group role plays and 
friendship messages written in 

Italian.

Auguri di San Valentino a tutti!

Ms Lina Russo & Mr Nicolas Civetta,
Teachers of Italian

GG CAMPUS UNIFORM SHOP TERM TRADING
Monday:     1.00pm - 2.30pm
Tuesday & Wednesday:  8.15am - 9.15am
     1.00pm - 4.15pm
Thursday:    1.00pm - 2.45pm
First Saturday of Month: 9.00am - 12.00pm

GG CAMPUS UNIFORM SHOP
Devon Clothing | P: 8289 5564

MODBURY DEVON CLOTHING UNIFORM SHOP:
OPEN 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday + 9am-12pm Saturday

P:  8396 6465 / Shop 24 Clovercrest Plaza
429 Montague Rd, Modbury North

The Gleeson College 2nd Hand Uniform Shop is open
every Tuesday afternoon from 3.30-4.30pm.



Practical independence-building 
ideas to encourage autonomy in 
adolescents.

 The ultimate goal for an adolescent 
is to achieve autonomy from their 
parents. They are trying to do this at 
a tricky time, with their brain going 
through fundamental changes in the 
prefrontal cortex – the part of the 
brain responsible for rational decision-
making, thinking things through and 
impulse control. As a result, you 
need to carefully support your child’s 
journey to independence through this 
stage.

Your young adolescent should be 
expected to help at home. However, 
consider giving them one or two 
significant weekly jobs, such as 
putting out the garbage, rather than 
continuing the same chores they were 
given during the previous ‘latency’ 
stage. More of the same doesn’t 
always work with this age group. 

Here are some more practical 
independence-building ideas:

1. Negotiate independence 
Give your young adolescent 
the chance to negotiate greater 
independence by allowing them to 
prove to you that they are ready to 
have their boundaries pushed out. 
This is the age when you can build 
‘scaffolds’ to greater independence: 
allow your child to achieve increasingly 
greater autonomy, taking lots of small 
steps rather than one large step.

2. Talk about values 
Discuss values of fairness, tolerance 
and respect with your young person 
to help them formulate a sense 
of responsibility and a positive 
value system. Be clear about your 
expectations of their behaviour when 
they are not with you. Discuss the 
consequences of breaking these rules. 
And help your young person also 
to assess the risks associated with 
increased independence. 

3. Allocate a meal each week 
for your young adolescent to 
prepare 

You may help them at first, but 
eventually turn the responsibility over 
to them. If this is unworkable for you 
now, consider it something to work 
towards by the end of this stage. 
Kids in this age group are more than 
capable of preparing a meal, and you 
will find it a significant contribution to 
the family. It may need to fit in with 
busy schedules, but that’s okay – your 
child will benefit from learning that 
they can in fact juggle a number of 
activities each day. Don’t let them off 
the hook just because they are busy.

4. Give them two allowances
Young people increasingly want 
more power over their own life, and 
providing pocket money is one way to 
do this. Consider giving your young 
person enough allowance to cover 
clothing, mobile-phone bills, travel 
and school meals. 

parentingideas.com.au now we know.

Developing 
independence in 
secondary school
By Michael Grose

POSITIVE PARENTING

Encourage them to budget, and 
set savings goals. This increase in 
autonomy will help your young person 
feel valued.

5. Encourage a part-time job 
(when they are old enough)

There are a number of benefits to a 
part-time job, regardless of how busy 
your young person is. First, earning 
their own allowance is one of their first 
steps toward real autonomy. Second, 
it’s good for them to abide by rules 
set by someone other than their family 
and school. Third, being socially 
connected to a community group such 
as a workplace is a key contributor to 
good mental health and wellbeing.

As they more closer to school-leaving 
age patiently teach life skills such as 
paying bills and filling in tax returns 
to develop real independence. And 
resist taking on their problems. Your 
young person needs to learn to stand 
on their own two feet, which can 
mean they experience some of life’s 
hardships. These are all good learning 
experiences.

Visit our website 
for more ideas and 
information to help 
you raise confident 
and resilient young  

people. 
© Parenting Ideas 2017
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EMBRACE YOUR EXCELLENCE

GLEESON 
COLLEGE 
OPEN NIGHT
Tues 7 March 
4-8pm

www.gleeson.catholic.edu.au

Our Lady of Hope School 
       Principal’s Tour 

Wednesday 8th March, 2017 at 9.30am 

A journey in faith and learning 
To book your place on the tour 
please phone 82898344 or send an 
email to the address below.   
*Tour concludes at 11am.  
 
Golden Grove Road (cnr The  
Golden Way) Greenwith SA 5125 
 
(Enter via the front entrance off 
Golden Grove Road and proceed to 
the OLOH front office) 
 
W: www.oloh.catholic.edu.au 
E: info@oloh.catholic.edu.au 
 

*Catholic Primary School Reception to Yr 7 
*Quality learning program 
*Professional, committed & caring staff 
*Welcoming & supportive community 
*You do not need to be catholic to enrol 
*Fee options & discounts may apply 
*Excellent Out of School Hours & Vacation Care  
*Christian Education in the Catholic Tradition 
*Up to date Information Communications Technology 
*Contemporary facilities 
*Positive learning environment 
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