
 

COVID-19 Update #10 

Dear Families, 

I write to you primarily concerning the return of face to face learning to Gleeson College. 

Face to Face Learning 

Following a week of remote learning and increased student attendance to school, despite the inclement 

weather, we have decided that teaching and learning will be face to face as of Monday, Week 2, 4 May. 

In Week 1 we chose to start with online learning to really hone the skills and polish the processes required 

to make this mode of learning work. We also wanted to acknowledge the work done by staff in preparation 

for this mode of learning, the preparations made by students and parents and the medical advice provided 

by Federal and State authorities. 

As you would be aware, we have now recorded seven days without any new cases of COVID-19 in South 

Australia. In short, things have improved more rapidly than what was expected at the end of last term. We 

continue to follow the health advice of government agencies, specifically the updated advice from the 

Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) which states that it does not believe that 

physical/social distancing amongst students is appropriate or practical in classrooms. 

The ultimate goal is to eventually return all students to face to face learning but we continue to respect 

parents’ choice to keep children at home in accordance with their particular circumstances. For this reason 

teachers will continue to provide work through SEQTA so that students learning from home can keep up 

with the curriculum. The teacher’s focus however will be face to face delivery of curriculum to the students 

present in their classes so they will not be live to the students at home during normal timetabled lessons. 

Students working from home can still communicate with their teachers through email or ‘direqt’ messaging 

in SEQTA but teachers will not be in a position to respond immediately.  

The enormous amount of work done in preparation for online learning continues to be valuable into the 

future should we experience a secondary outbreak in South Australia or a localized outbreak in our area. 

The Micah Centre 

We are very excited to open the Micah Centre for student use on Monday morning, 4 May. Our Year 12 

students will be the first students to enter the building. They will be ushered over in House groups and be 

introduced to the building and its protocols during Lesson 2. After recess, from Lesson 3 onward, the 

building will be in full use for senior classes, study periods and student services. 

Raising Hearts and Minds - Catholic Education Week 2020 

Week 2, Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May is Catholic Education Week. The theme for this year, ‘Raising 

Hearts and Minds’:  

• inspires and challenges students to engage more fully in life 

• seeks truth and meaning through learning 

• considers how students can raise their hearts and minds to know God’s love. 



 

 

This year’s celebrations have been tempered by COVID-19 but we are excited to be opening the Micah 

Centre to our students and returning to face to face teaching in this special week. 

As part of our celebrations on Wednesday we will be celebrating a virtual liturgy prepared by students and 

staff and coordinated by our APRIM, Mrs Doherty. 

Thank you once again for your ongoing support as we start our important transition to face to face learning 

and eventually to ‘normality’ sometime in the future. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Joe Corbo, 

Principal 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


